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Welcome Back
Parents and Students

Hello,
We are excited about the beginning of another school year. Our mission statement is, “Preparing all students for a successful tomorrow”. It describes why 
we exist as a school system. We work hard every day to make certain that we are living up to this statement. It is very challenging work, but the stakes 
have never been higher. Research indicates students who graduate from high school are much less likely to be living in poverty or to be incarcerated. They 
also live longer and healthier lives than students who fail to graduate. Doing a good job preparing our students is critical, and our staff is passionate about 
meeting students’ needs.
In the first half of the 2016-2017 school year, we will be working on developing a new strategic plan for the school system. This plan will help us to identify 
our key priorities and processes to improve our work in reaching our mission. We began the work on this plan in the 2015-2016 school year. We have 
involved staff members from all of our schools in the process, and will be reaching out to the public for feedback on key parts of the plan in the coming 
months. It will help us to focus our work on our mission.
Another major planning process we have started involves determining the new attendance boundaries for our elementary schools. We currently have two 
very large elementary school buildings, Kennedy and Roosevelt. Work has begun on building a third elementary building, which is scheduled to be open 
for the 2017-2018 school year. We have identified a process, which considers demographic factors and projected enrollment trends, to identify options for 
the school board to consider when they make a decision about the attendance areas. There will be heavy involvement from school district staff, as well as 
public input, in the process of determining the options.
The new elementary building was one of the ideas that is coming to life as the result of the referendum election in May of 2015. We are also currently 
working on additions to the Willmar Middle School and Willmar Senior High School. There will be remodeling projects in the existing elementary schools 
beginning late in 2017. It is exciting to see new learning environments being developed. We have posted photos of the construction projects on our web 
page as well as on Twitter and Facebook.
I am excited to begin my second year as the Superintendent of our school district. Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year. We stand committed to the work 
of ‘preparing all students for a successful tomorrow.’
Sincerely,

Dr. Jeff Holm, Superintendent

WPS App
Stay up to date with school related information and important notifications. Download 
the App for FREE from Apple or Google. More information on the WPS App will be 
available at Open Houses, Registrations and on-line at www.willmar.k12.mn.us.
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DATE ACTIVITY
September 6 First Day of School
October 6 Senior High Conferences • 4:00-8:00 PM
October 19 Parent/Teacher Conferences • Grades K-8 l No School K-8 ONLY
October 20-21 Fall Break • No School for Staff or Students
November 4 End of Term One
November 9 Professional Development • Two Hour Late Start for Students
November 12 ALC Conferences • 1:00-7:00 p.m.
November 24-25 Thanksgiving Break • No School for Staff or Students
December 7 Professional Development • Two Hour Late Start for Students
December 23 Conference Comp Day • No School for Staff or Students
December 26-January 2 Winter Break • No School for Staff or Students
January 3 (2017) School Resumes
January 13 End of Term Two
January 23 PreK-12 Teacher In-Service • No School for Students
January 26 ALC Conferences • 1:00-7:00 PM
February 8 Professional Development • Two Hour Late Start for Students
February 17 Parent/Teacher Conferences l Grades K-12 • No School for Students K-12
February 20 President’s Holiday • No School for Staff or Students
March 24 End of Term Three
March 27-31 Spring Break • No School for Staff or Students
April 3 School Resumes
April 13 ALC Conferences • 1:00-7:00 p.m.
April 14 Good Friday • No School for Staff or Students
May 5 Professional Development • Two Hour Late Start for Students
May 26 ALC Graduation • 1:00 p.m.
May 29 Memorial Day Holiday • No School for Staff or Students
June 1 Last Day for Seniors
June 2 End of Term Four l Last Day for K-11 Students
June 4 Commencement
June 5 PreK-12 Teacher Workday
June 6 Teacher Conference Comp Day

Note: Inclement weather days will be made up January 23, February 20 and in June (if additional days are needed).
Any inclement weather day will be made up on the next closest date as listed above. 

Approved by School Board March 14, 2016; Revised June 11, 2016
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School Calendar
2016-2017 School Year
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Registration & Open Houses
Open House Information

Elementary Open Houses
Kennedy Elementary Wednesday, August 31 5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Roosevelt Elementary Wednesday, August 31 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Jefferson Learning Center Wednesday, September 7 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Middle School Registration & Open House
Registration - Grades 6 and 8  Wednesday, August 17 2:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Registration - Grade 7 Thursday, August 18 12:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Make-Up Registration (All Grades) Monday, August 22 4:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Open House (all grades) Wednesday, August 31 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Note: If your child has had Chicken Pox, please bring documentation from your healthcare provider with you to registration. 
Note: Pictures will be taken at registration. 
Note: MN law requires written proof that children receive all vaccinations or parents must file a legal exemption saying they object to the vaccinations, or stating 
physician’s objection before students can receive their schedules or start school.

Senior High Registration & Open House
Registration - Grades 9, 11, 12  Friday, August 19 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Registration - Grades 10, 11, 12 Monday, August 22  2:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Registration - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 Monday, August 29 4:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Open House (all grades) Wednesday, August 31 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Note: MN law requires written proof that children receive all vaccinations or parents must file a legal exemption saying they object to the vaccinations, or stating 
physician’s objection before students can receive their schedules or start school. 
Note: All ninth grade students will have their hearing and vision checked August 19. 
Note: All new and freshman students and parents/guardians are required to attend a 18 minute iPad session (iPad Boot Camp).



                                           

School Start/Dismissal Times

Building Student Start 
Time

Student End 
Time

Willmar Senior High School 8:00 a.m. 2:45 p.m.
Willmar Middle School 8:00 a.m. 2:46 p.m.
Kennedy Elementary 
School 8:30 a.m. 3:20 p.m.

Roosevelt Elementary 
School 8:30 a.m. 3:20 p.m.

Area Learning Center (ALC) 8:30 a.m. 3:00 p.m.
Focus House 8:00 a.m. 2:30 p.m.
Prairie Lakes 8:15 a.m. 2:45 p.m.
Jefferson Preschool 
Programs 
(Monday-Friday)

8:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m.

Jefferson Preschool 
Programs 
(Monday-Thursday)

12:30 p.m. 3:30 p.m.

Jefferson ABE Classes 
(Monday-Thursday) 8:30 a.m. 3:00 p.m.

Jefferson ABE Classes
(Monday-Thursday) 5:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.

Jefferson ABE Classes 
(Friday) 8:30 a.m. 1:30 p.m.
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Early Childhood Screening
MN Law requires all children be screened before entering 
kindergarten.  Early Childhood Screening is quick and 
simple.  Screenings are held at Jefferson Learning Center 
twice per month. 
Please call 231-8490 to set up screening for your child. 
Children can be screened as early as 3 years old.
2016 Screening Dates: August 23-24-25; September 15-16; 
October 13-14; November 3-4; December 8-9
2017 Screening Dates:  January 13; February 9-10;  
March 9-10; April 20-21; May 11-12

School/Office Address Office Phone/Fax

Jefferson Learning Center 1234 Kandiyohi Ave SW 1-320-231-8490/
1-320-231-5484

Community Education and 
Recreation 1234 Kandiyohi Ave SW 1-320-231-8490/

1-320-231-5484
Early Childhood Preschool 
Programs 1234 Kandiyohi Ave SW 1-320-231-8490/

1-320-231-5484

Adult Basic Education 1234 Kandiyohi Ave SW 1-320-231-8490/
1-320-231-5484

Cardinal Place Billing 1234 Kandiyohi Ave SW 1-320-231-8490/
1-320-231-5484

Area Learning Center (ALC) 512 8th Steet SW 1-320-214-6692/ 
1-320-231-53a52

Attendance Line 512 8th Steet SW 1-320-214-6692

Prairie Lakes Education Center 1804 Civic Center Drive 1-320-214-6696/ 
1-320-235-3654

Lake Park 1804 Civic Center Drive 1-320-214-6698/ 
1-320-231-5480

Focus House 405 Willmar Avenue SW 1-320-231-9711

Middle School 209 Willmar Avenue SE 1-320-214-6000/ 
1-320-235-1254

Athletic Director 209 Willmar Avenue SE 1-320-231-8490  
ext.6327

Attendance Office 209 Willmar Avenue SE 1-320-214-6006
Guidance Office 209 Willmar Avenue SE 1-320-214-6012

Kennedy Elementary School 824 7th Street SW 1-320-214-6688/ 
1-320-235-9536

Attendance Line 824 7th Street SW 1-320-214-6681
Cardinal Place - Kennedy 824 7th Street SW 1-320-214-6680

Roosevelt Elementary School 1800 19th Avenue SW 1-320-231-8470/ 
1-320-231-1170

Attendance Line 1800 19th Ave SW 1-320-231-8470
Cardinal Place - Roosevelt 1800 19th Ave SW 1-320-905-4562

Senior High School 2701 30th Street NE 1-320-231-8300/ 
1-320-231-8460

Attendance Line - English 2701 30th Street NE 1-320-231-8462
Attendance Line - Spanish 2701 30th Street NE 1-320-231-8305
Attendance Line - Somali 2701 30th Street NE 1-320-231-8307

Activites Office 2701 30th Street NE 1-320-231-8330/ 
1-320-231-8334

Activities Coordinator 2701 30th Street NE 1-320-231-8331
Guidance Office 2701 30th Street NE 1-320-231-8320
Career Assessment Office 512 8th Street SW 1-320-214-6694

District Office 611 5th Street SW 1-320-231-8500/ 
1-320-231-8504

Start/End Times | Early Childhood Screening  
Building Directory



Visit the district website at  
www.willmar.k12.mn.us. Click on PARENTS 
in the upper right-hand corner and select 
Campus Portal. Print out the Parent 
Portal Activation Request. Complete 
the form and bring it to your student’s  
school office.

Look for portal information at Registration 
and Open Houses at Willmar Public School 
buildings in August.

Pick up the Portal Activation Packet at your 
student’s school office or at the distric office 
(WEAC).

Willmar Public Schools offers transportation for elementary 
students living more than one mile from their school. Middle 
and high school students living more than two miles from 
their schools are offered transportation. Please be sure 
you and your child know what building they will attend. 
Bus routes are designed to stay within the attendance 
area of their particular school. The Willmar area has been 
carefully divided to ensure that each elementary school has 
approximately the same number of children, kindergarten 
through fifth grade.  If you have questions concerning what 
school your child will attend, please refer to the website at 
www.willmar.k12.mn.us.
More information on specific bus routes for children K-12 
will be available online at www.willmar.k12.mn.us or at the 
district office in late August. The bus schedule will be inserted 
in teh August 28th Reminder for the cities of Pennock, 
Blomkest, Svea, and Kandiyohi.  Please look closely at this 
schedule.  Rural families will be notified by mail before 
August 26th.  If you have not been contacted by then, please 
contact your bus company.
If your child has a health issue that might be a concern on 
their bus ride to and/or from school, please notify the bus 
company by calling Ken Inselmann at Willmar Bus (1-320-
235-2110), or Penny Dahlberg at Palmer Bus (1-320-382-
6421).  The health form can be downloaded at www.willmar.
k12.mn.us.
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Busing | Parent Portal
Palmer Bus and Willmar Bus

Parent and Student Portals
The Parent and Student Portals are important links between teachers, parents, and students. The portal offers parents and students 
the ability to see attendance, discipline, lunch account balances, schedules, assignments, scores, and grades in a secure, online envi-
ronment. If you would like more information or want to activate your Parent/Student Portal account, choose one of the options below.



Breakfast Prices 
K-5th Grade = $0
6th-8th Grade = $0
9th-12th grade = $1.25 
Free/Reduced = $0
Adults = $1.70 
Extra Milk = $.30

Lunch Prices K-5th 
Grade = $1.90 
6th-8th Grade = $2.05 
9th-12th grade = $2.05 
Free/Reduced = $0 
Adults = $3.50 
Extra Milk = $.30

Payment Options 
Drop Off at:  School Office before 8:30 a.m., 

District Office & Cash Wise drop box 
Revtrak:  On-line payment option available at 

www.willmar.k12.mn.us
Phone:  Call Chantell in Food & Nutrition 

Services at 320-231-8526

Full Pay • Breakfast SEPT OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY/
JUNE TOTAL

Elementary (K-5) $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Middle School (6-8) $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Senior High (9-12) $23.75 $23.75 $25.00 $20.00 $25.00 $22.50 $22.50 $23.75 $30.00 $216.25

Full Pay • Lunch SEPT OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY/
JUNE TOTAL

Elementary (K-5) $36.10 $34.20 $38.00 $30.40 $38.00 $34.20 $34.20 $36.10 $45.60 $326.80
Middle School (6-8) $38.95 $36.90 $41.00 $32.80 $41.00 $36.90 $36.90 $38.95 $49.20 $352.60
Senior High (9-12) $38.95 $38.95 $41.00 $32.80 $41.00 $36.90 $36.90 $38.95 $49.20 $354.65

For more information regarding school nutrition programs and forms you might need, please call the Food and 
Nutrition Services office at 1-320-231-8526 or visit the district website at www.willmar.k12.mn.us.

This institute is an equal opportunity employer.

Monthly Payment Schedule
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Breakfast and Lunch
Food and Nutrition Service

Willmar Public Schools have a closed lunch period. Students must have 
a student personal identification number (PIN) to eat in the cafeteria. 
Breakfast and lunch menus are planned by the Director of Food and 
Nutrition Services, Nutrition Coordinator, and Head Cooks at each site. 
Input for menus is received from students, parents, and school staff. Menus 
are planned to meet the meal pattern requirements for breakfast and lunch 
established by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the 
Minnesota Department of Education (MDE). Our goal is to serve quality, 
nutritious meals to all students and encourage healthy eating habits. 
Please let us know if your student has any special dietary needs.
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Other Important Information
Willmar Public School District

Notice Concerning Use of Pest Control Materials
Our District utilizes a licensed, professional pest control service firm 
for the prevention and control of rodents, insects, and other pests in 
and around the district’s buildings.  The program consists of:
1. Inspection and monitoring to determine whether pests are 
present, and whether any treatment is needed;
2. Recommendations for maintenance and sanitation to help 
eliminate pests with out the need for pest control materials;
3. Utilization of non-chemical measures such as traps, caulking and 
screening; and
4. Application of EPA-registered pest control materials when needed.
In addition, our School District personnel may apply pest control 
materials in-side or on school grounds as needed.  Pest control 
materials are registered by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and are selected and applied according to label 
directions.
Pests can sting, bite, cause contamination, damage property, and 
spread dis-ease; therefore, we must prevent and control them.  The 
long-term health ef-fects on children from the application of such 
pest control materials, or the class of materials to which they belong, 
may not be fully understood.  All pest control materials are chosen 
and applied according to label directions per Federal law.
An estimated schedule of interior pest control inspections and 
possible treat-ments is available for review or copying at each school 
office.  A similar esti-mated schedule is available for application 
of herbicides and other materials to school grounds.  Parents of 
students may request to receive, at their expense, prior notification 
of any application of a pest control material, should such an 
application be deemed necessary on a day different from the days 
specified in the schedule.
The Willmar Public Schools Pest Control Materials contact person is 
Rich Olson, Director of Health and Safety.  If there are any questions 
regarding pest control, please feel free to call Rich at 1-320-231-8530.

Special Education Evaluations for 
Home/Private-Schooled Students

In response to the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Improvements Act (IDEIA 2004), Minnesota School Districts must 
demonstrate that “all children with disabilities, including children 
with disabilities attending private schools, regardless of the severity 
of their disabilities, and who are in need of special education and 
related services, are identified, located and evaluated”.  This re-
sponsibility extends to children with disabilities who are educated at 
home or in non-public schools.
Upon request, your local public school will provide information to 
concerned parents on specific disabilities including information 
about the educational or behavioral characteristics of each 
disability.  Parents who believe their child may indeed have a 
disability may request information on how to arrange for an eval-
uation through the district’s Special Education staff.
Parents of students who are evaluated and are found to be eligible 
for special education services will become part of a team, which will 
develop, implement, and monitor the effectiveness of a Service Plan 
to meet the identified needs of their children.
If your child is home schooled and you have questions or would like 
to receive information about specific disabilities or an evaluation 
please contact the prin-cipal of the school your child would be 
attending if he/she was enrolled in your resident district public 
school and was not being educated in your home.
If your child is being educated in a private school and you have 
questions or would like to receive information about specific 
disabilities or an evaluation please contact the principal of the 
school building your child would attend in the district where the 
private school is situated.

Willmar Public Schools Indoor Air Quality Notice
Willmar School District is proud to be taking a leadership role in 
providing a safe, comfortable and productive environment for our 
students and staff so that we achieve our core mission - educating 
students.  Our school will follow the EPA guidance to improve 
our indoor air quality (IAQ)  by preventing as many IAQ problems 
as possible, and by quickly responding to any IAQ problems that 
may arise.  Good air quality requires an on-going commitment by 
everyone in our school because each of us makes decisions daily and 
performs activities that affect the quality of the air we breathe.
School staff, students and parents can obtain checklists or self-help 
information so they can properly evaluate their child’s home or other 
out of school situations by contacting the school.  Staff and parents 
can also obtain information about school facility construction, 
maintenance and housekeeping practices, chemicals used, mold 
and HVAC related information, chemical producing academic 
subjects, and pesticide and her-bicide applications to determine the 
extent to which school activities contribute to a child’s symptoms by 
contacting the school.
The Willmar School District Indoor Air quality contact is Rich Ol-son, 
Director of Health and Safety.  If you have questions about the 
school’s IAQ program please feel free to call the school.

Annual Asbestos Notification
The Willmar Public Schools has had an Asbestos Inspection and 
Management Plan prepared for all buildings in the district.  These 
plans are available for pubic inspection Monday through Friday 
during regular school days and normal school hours in the Dis-trict 
Office.
The required six month surveillances have been conducted to 
inspect the asbestos containing materials for change in condi-tion.  
Any changes have been and will be noted on Periodic Sur-veillance 
Forms found in the Asbestos Management Plan.  Also the required 
three year re-inspection of the asbestos containing materials has 
been conducted by an accredited inspector.  An Operations and 
Maintenance program has been implemented by Willmar Public 
Schools and will continue to keep the asbestos containing materials 
located in the building in good condition.
Short-term workers (contractors who work in the school) must be 
provided with information regarding the asbestos in the school 
building prior to beginning work.   Contact Rich Olson, Health and 
Safety Director, to receive this information.  Should you have further 
questions please contact Rich Olson at  
1-320-231-8530.

Minnesota’s Immunization Laws for Schools
Medical and conscientious exemptions are still allowed under 
the law.  The new vaccines that will require documentation of 
immunization or a legal exemption include:  Hepatitis  
B, Hepatitis A, Tdap & Meningitis. In addition to the new vaccine 
requirements there are changes to previous vaccine requirements.  
For information visit www.health.state.mn.us/immunize and click 
on Immunization Laws in the left column or call the Immunization 
Program at 1-800-657-3970.  You can also visit the District website at 
www.willmar.k12.mn.us and click on Departments/Health Services.

Important District Policies & 
Other Information for Students and Parents

The following policies and regulations are available at the District 
Office (611 5th St.) , on the District website (www.willmar.k12.mn.us) or 
at any school building.
Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
Tennessen Warning  
520- Student Survey Policy 
413- Harrassment & Violence Policy  
524- Internet Acceptable Use and Safety Policy  
501- School Weapons Policy   
526- Hazing Policy  
506- Student Discipline Policy  
709- Student Transportation Safety Policy 
514- Bullying Prohibition Policy 
502- Search of Student Lockers, Desks, Personal Possessions, and 
Student’s Person

K-12 Education Tax Credit
Minnesota State K-12 Education Tax Credit and K-12  

Education Subtraction
A fact sheet has been created for parents regarding saving re-ceipts 
for school supplies and other education related expenses, to claim 
either the credit or deduction on their Minnesota State tax return.  
The fact sheet can be found at:
http://www.lawhelpmn.org/link.cfm?2672
The fact sheet is available in English, Hmong, Spanish and Somali.
Bxusuusin ku saabsan ku noqoshada iskuulada: xafido raslidyada 
aad ku libsatay qalbka iskuulka, una isticmaal in lacag laguugu soo 
celiyo markaad xeraynaysid canshuurta!
Recordatorio para la vuelta a clases: Guarde los recibos de los utiles 
escolares y ahorre dinero en su declaracion de impuestos!

Student Insurance
Willmar Public Schools is offering the following insurance plan for 
student accidents from Gerber Life Insurance Coverage.  Participa-
tion in this insurance plan is voluntary and provided as a service 
to students.  Those wishing to participate in coverage can do so by 
purchasing the insurance listed.  Call the District office at 231-8500 
for more details on obtaining benefits or visit the website at www. 
willmar.k12.mn.us.
Premium Schedule Plan
 Gold Plan Silver Plan Bronze Plan
Coverage  $100,000 $75,000 $50,000

24 Hour Coverage (PreK-12) 
 $125.00 $81.00 $41.00
School Time (PreK-12) $31.00 $20.00 $10.00
24 Hour Dental Coverage $7.00 $7.00 $7.00
2014 Season Football Coverage (9-12)
 $163.00 $106.00 $53.00
Weight & Conditionion Training Spring/Summer
 $57.00 $44.00 $27.00


